Fall 2014 – Summer 2015

Message from the Director
The Mary Ward Centre has been in operation now for three years. The many programs, events,
initiatives, workshops, partnerships and excursions that have developed are evidence that we are
providing something unique and necessary. We believe that if we can continue to educate others
about these local and global issues, we will be carrying out Mary Ward’s call to be “lovers of truth,
doers of justice”.
As our partnerships and collaborations with various groups and individuals continue to expand,
our focus on being a Centre for education and awareness is at the heart of our work. Using
workshops, retreats, prayer experiences, interactive activities and excursions, the Centre has
cultivated an inclusive and innovative environment to explore a variety of justice related issues,
including economic injustices, poverty, our ecological crisis, materialism, consumerism, inequality
and greed.
By finding new ways to see and think about our environments, the Centre encourages participants
to creatively imagine ways of engaging themselves and others in the world. Realizing that there
are alternatives and hopeful ways to effect change, participants are renewed in their desire for
justice.
Our work this past year has not been limited to the space here at the Mary Ward Centre but has
taken us to schools, retreat centres, conferences and even to the United Nations. The following
pages of this report highlight the scope of our work over the past year.

Ann McGowan, Director

Special Projects
UN Message to the World: A Global Collaboration
Through the Arts
The UN Message to the World Mural is a collaborative project between The Mary Ward
Centre, Loretto UN and Cardinal Carter Academy for the Arts in Toronto.
Participating countries were invited to take the UN MY WORLD 2015 survey. Using this
as a basis for their work, countries created a mural depicting their vision for the
world. This project provided the platform for participants to engage in education and
dialogue about our future. It also encourages an active and creative involvement in the
UN’s movement from the Millennium Development Goals to the Sustainable
Development Goals.
Feedback from participating countries has been wonderful. Not only do we now have
beautiful murals and creations, but participants have shared how informative and
educational the entire process has been.
All murals can be viewed on our website: www.marywardcentre.ca/special-projects

On-Going Initiatives
Living with Limits,
Living Well
The Mary Ward Centre
continues to use the Jesuit
Forum for Social Faith and
Justice’s document Living
with Limits, Living Well as a
tool for our work.
Having been formally
recognized as a contributor
in this workbook, this tool
allows us to educate and
inform others of the interconnectedness between
justice for all people and
justice for the Earth.
Ann McGowan was a
featured guest speaker at
the launch of the
workbook, which took place
here at the Centre.
The workbook has proven
to be an invaluable tool for
education. For example,
one hundred and fifty
teachers from Monsignor
Fraser schools in TCDSB
were introduced to the
major themes. These
themes also provided the
main framework for the
RDYL Project (see RDYL
Initiative).

On-Going Initiatives
UN Excursion
With priority given to
Loretto schools, students
from TCDSB participated
in a fall excursion to the
United Nations in New
York. Participants gained
first hand knowledge of
the work of the United
Nations and of the role of
NGO’s at the UN.
Workshop presentations
by Religious on topics
ranging from human
trafficking to the
Millenium Development
Goals as well as a visit to
the Canadian embassy
were highlights of this
experience. Students also
had the unique
opportunity to participate
in events celebrating
International Day of the
Girl.
Follow up to the
excursion included time
for students to reunite at
the MWC focusing on
Mary Ward and how they
might bring awareness of
the work and goals of the
UN to their schools and
local communities.

On-Going Initiatives
SHSM
(Specialist High Skills Major)
The Mary Ward Center has
developed and
implemented an Ethical
Consideration Certification
program for students from
Toronto Catholic District
School Board in the Nonprofit sector of the
Specialist High Skills Major
(SHSM) program. Using
interactive workshops and
activities, students are
challenged to consider
ethical responses to local
and global injustices in our
world.
The Mary Ward Centre has
been recognized as an
official partner in this
Ontario Ministry of
Education sponsored
initiative. We will
continue to provide
workshops and retreat
experiences for these
students in our mission to
empower agents of change
and to influence others to
create the world that God
intends.

On-Going Initiatives
Poverty
Awareness Walk
Each year, The Mary
Ward Centre offers
Loretto College
residents an
opportunity to
participate in a poverty
awareness experience.
On a very cold and
snowy afternoon,
residents came together
to prepare lunches for
homeless individuals
living in downtown
Toronto. While serving
food was an important
part of this day, the
deeper purpose was to
educate residents on
the complex realities of
homelessness and
poverty that our
operative in our city and
in our world.

On-Going Initiatives
Religious
Diversity Youth
Leadership
In collaboration with the
Jesuit Forum for Social
Faith and Justice, and in
partnership with the
Multi-Faith Centre at the
University of Toronto, The
Mary Ward Centre
received funding to
participate in the
Religious Diversity Youth
Leadership (RDYL)
Project.
Over the course of the
academic year, the Centre
engaged a team of six
university students to
consider the
interconnectedness of
ecological, economic and
justice issues.
As a final culminating
event, the RDYL
participants arranged and
planned a youth-focused
and youth-led conference
at the Mary Ward Centre
for 100 participants from
a variety of Toronto
schools.

On-Going Initiatives
Steeped in
History:
Learning From
Our Sisters
Steeped in History began
during the 2013-14 school
year after Loretto Abbey
students expressed an
incredible interest to
spend time with the
Loretto Sisters. This year, a
new group of students
expressed the same
enthusiasm and were
happy to continue this
newly-formed Loretto
Abbey tradition.
Over the course of the
2014-15 academic year,
the students were
provided the unique
opportunity to document
and celebrate the living
history and contributions
of the Loretto Sisters to
the IBVM community.
Through insightful
conversations, stories,
activities and crafts, the
Sisters and students
engaged in a meaningful
mentorship experience.

On-Going Initiatives
CRC National
JPIC Gathering
This year, the Mary Ward
Centre had the privilege of
hosting the Canadian
Religious Conference/
Justice Peace and Integrity
of Creation Annual
National Gathering.
More than 100 people
from across Canada and
parts of the United States
participated in this
insightful three-day
conference. Under the
theme "All Is One: Weaving
A Single Cloth For Justice",
men and women religious
had the opportunity to
engage in meaningful
discussions led by keynote
speaker Carol Zinn, SSJ,
Ph.D.

On-Going Initiatives
Faith Alliance
to End Human
Trafficking
For the 2015 Pan Am and
Parapan Am Games, The
Faith Alliance to End
Human Trafficking built a
UN GIFT box as an interfaith
response to human
trafficking. This box is
uniquely Canadian in its
content with references to
local stories of human
trafficking and human
trafficking legislation.
The Mary Ward Centre
worked in collaboration
with others on this
initiative, aiming to educate
visitors on the horrible
realities that trafficked
persons face and to
encourage action against
trafficking.
The GIFT Box was made
available to the public
outside St. James Cathedral
during the Games. Going
forward, we continue to
explore ways of using the
GIFT Box as an awarenessraising tool.

Centre News
2014-2015 marked an important year for new and exciting changes to the Centre. In
particular, two major changes have played vital role to our mission, programming and
community outreach initiatives.

Opening of the Mary Ward Room
Committed to providing an innovative place for learning, sharing and collaboration, the
Mary Ward Centre set out to create a space that is accessible and adaptable to the needs
of the community. After much planning, the former Large Gathering Room was
beautifully renovated and redesigned.
On November 25th, 2014, staff, friends and members of the Loretto community gathered
for a celebration and blessing of the newly renamed Mary Ward Room.
Since its redesign, the Mary Ward Room has played host to numerous events and
programming initiatives, including meetings, retreats, workshops, prayer experiences,
training sessions, large conferences and even yoga sessions.

Centre News
Launch of Mary Ward Centre Website
The Mary Ward Centre uses a number of methods to share our past, upcoming and
current events and initiatives. We also use these channels to foster an increased
awareness of associated issues.
To better increase our communications, the Mary Ward Centre developed a brand new
website. Designed to reflect the Centre’s mission and vision, the website has proven to
be a valuable platform for community outreach, promoting our events and initiatives
and sharing photos and information.
Over time, we hope to continue to create a robust presence that allows for continued
conversation and connections.

www.marywardcentre.ca

2014-15 Events
The following pages highlight some of the key events and initiatives that have
taken place at the Mary Ward Centre this past year. Sections are arranged
chronologically by date.

Book Launch: Living with Limits, Living Well!
September 22nd, 2014: Staff, colleagues, friends and
community members gathered together to celebrate the
launch of the Living with Limits, Living Well! workbook, a
project of the Jesuit Forum for Social Faith and Justice in
collaboration with The Mary Ward Centre.

Bishop Marrocco Gr. 12 Retreat Day
November 20th, 2014: Grade 12 students from Bishop
Marrocco Merton were introduced to the charism of Mary
Ward and participated in an amazing retreat day led by
keynote speakers from Positive Gear.

Speaker Series: Diane Redsky
December 8th, 2014: Nationally renowned native
woman leader and Project Director for the Canadian
Women’s Foundation, Diane Redsky, discussed the 34
recommendations of the National Task Force on Sex
Trafficking of Women and Girls in Canada as well as The
Canadian Women’s Foundation five-year Strategic Plan.

2014-15 Events
Speaker Series: Judith Marshall
January 29th, 2015: Community members came together
to listen to Canadian labour educator, writer and global
activist, Judith Marshall, as she shared her experience
meeting Pope Francis during the World Meeting of
Popular Movement.

Youth for Others Social Justice Day
April 29th, 2015: Canadian Jesuits International, in cosponsorship with The Mary Ward Centre, brought together
high school students for a unique day of learning,
reflection and solidarity around international social
justice.

Poverty Awareness Experience
April 30th, 2015: Autism students from Bishop Allen, Neil
McNeil, Cardinal Newman and Michael Power/St. Joseph
prepared and distributed meals for homeless in Toronto.

Looking ForWARD Conference
May 5th, 2015: Loretto Abbey’s 2nd Annual Looking
ForWARD Conference was organized by the GPP
Leadership and Mentorship classes – a subject major of
the Non-Profit SHSM Program. This was a day of
celebration, mentorship, and empowerment.

2014-15 Events
India Leadership Reunion
May 25th, 2015: In honour of the great work of the Loretto
Sisters, friends and colleagues were invited to participate
in a celebration of those who have been on an experience
learning adventure in India. Guest speaker for the evening
was Sister Cyril Mooney.

Ministry Work in Guyana
June 17th, 2015: Friends, colleagues and community
members gathered to hear a discussion on Ministry work
in Guyana presented by Scarboro Missions.

IBVM Associates and Sisters Day
June 20th, 2015: IBVM Associates and Sisters gathered at
Maryholme to share meaningful discussions on Pope
Francis' newest encyclical and the Jesuit Forum's
workbook Living With Limits, Living Well!.

Meditation in Motion
On-going: Over the course of the year, we offered yoga
sessions to practice mindfulness meditation techniques
that increase resilience and relaxation.

Partnerships
The Mary Ward Centre would like to thank all our partners and contributors who have
collaborated with us over the past year:
• Becoming Neighbours

• Loretto MaryHolme

• Canadian Jesuits International

• Niagara University

• Canadian Religious Conference / JPIC

• Positive Gear

• Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board

• Religious Diversity Youth Leadership

• Faith Alliance to End Human Trafficking

• Scarboro Missions

• IBVM Loreto/Loreto @ The United Nations

• Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM)

• Jesuit Forum for Social Faith and Justice

• Toronto District Catholic School Board

• Loretto College

