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Message from the Director
As The Mary Ward Centre continues to fulfill its mission to educate and empower people
to move into action and thus create a more just world, we recognize that issues of
inequality and injustice are intimately inter-connected. It is impossible to speak of one
issue without immediately uncovering other intersecting issues of injustice. Indeed, this is
reflected in the Centre’s primary areas of concentration:
-HUMAN TRAFFICKING
-CLIMATE CHANGE
-INDIGENOUS RIGHTS
-POVERTY
-HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO THE REFUGEE CRISIS
Many of the events and programs we have created, implemented and co-sponsored
overlap in topic focus. You will notice that we have summarized our year chronologically in
order to provide a general “at a glance” summary. We purposely have not identified events
by a specific topic; to do so would limit our underlying premise that all is connected.
We are constantly trying to provide space and educational opportunities that will allow
people to come together to learn and engage in dialogue. We firmly believe that if people
can really meet another person and hear their story – particularly the stories of those most
marginalized – they will be energized and supported in their desire to help create a more
just world for all of God’s creation.
In the words of Pope Francis: “I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how we
are shaping the future of our planet. We need a conversation that includes everyone, since
the environment challenge we are undergoing, and its human roots, concern and affect us
all” (Laudato Si #14).
Ann McGowan, Director

Statistics
Who We Serve
The Mary Ward Centre plays host to a growing number of groups and individuals. This
year, more than 3,000 people were served through our ministry. The following chart
provides a statistical overview of the types and sizes of groups we were delighted to
welcome into our space and with whom we engaged.

*Other = partners with whom we share our space

Programming
Events & Initiatives
As illustrated by our statistics, The Mary Ward Centre serves a large number of groups
and individuals. The following pages offer a snapshot of some of the key events and
initiatives that have taken place at the Centre this past year. Sections are arranged
chronologically by month. To further emphasize inter-connection, topics of focus are
highlighted in colour.
Although not specified, our work continues to draw upon and incorporate the values
and teachings of The Earth Charter, Laudato Si and The Sustainable Development Goals.

September
Catholic Charities
September 29th, 2015: Ann McGowan and Father Bill
Ryan presented and facilitated a discussion on
Laudato Si’ and Living with Limits, living well! for
Executive Directors and others from Catholic
Charities. Participants engaged in informative
discussions and learning about our current global
crisis.

October

Bishop Allen Justice Retreat
October 13th, 2015: Bishop Allen students began their
formation for a March break immersion trip to
Guatemala with a retreat day at the Centre. The day
provided an opportunity for participants to learn about
one another and about our global reality, particularly the
enormous economic gaps in our world.
Highlighted Topics: POVERTY

The Earth Charter Conference
October 15th, 2015: One hundred and thirty students
from a variety of TCDSB/SHSM Secondary Schools
participated in a conference on The Earth Charter.
Stephen Scharper and Roberto Chiotti’s keynote
addresses focused on The Earth Charter and Laudato Si.
Workshop sessions included: Climate Change, The
Blanket Exercise, Ontario Catholic No Sweat Network,
The Green Well Project, grOCAD & Urbann Agriculture,
Passive Urban Greenhaus and Changing Hearts for
Creation.
Highlighted Topics: HUMAN TRAFFICKING, CLIMATE
CHANGE, INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

October
"Human trafficking is a crime against humanity. We must unite our
efforts to free victims and stop this crime that's become ever more
aggressive, that threatens not just individuals, but the foundational
values of society."
-Pope Francis

Faith Alliance to End Human Trafficking:
GIFT Box Celebration
October 18th, 2015: In appreciation of the role of
volunteers in the success of the GIFT Box project, a
wine and cheese celebration and presentation to
supporters and partners was held at The Mary Ward
Centre.
Highlighted Topics: HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Steeped in History: Learning from Our Sisters
October (on-going): Seventeen Sisters and forty-five
students met for the first time on October 27th during
the third Steeped in History initiative. Over the course
of the academic year, students interviewed Loretto
Sisters about their vocation, their ministry and their
commitment to live out Mary’s Ward vision for justice
in the world.

November
JEM Climate Change Conference
November 3rd, 2015: In anticipation of the World
Climate Summit in Paris, panel speakers discussed
opportunities for religious communities to add their
voices to the call for new measures to mitigate climate
change. Participants explored ways religious
communities can contribute to ecological justice in the
months and years ahead. A presentation from Mark
Blumberg, a partner at Blumberg Segal LLP, addressed
questions of political activities and charitable status.
Highlighted Topics: CLIMATE CHANGE

SHSM Ethical Considerations Certification
November 19th, 2015: Students from Dante Alighieri
Academy, SHSM (Specialist High School Major NonProfit) TCDSB attended an Ethical Considerations
Certificate Program. Students were challenged to
consider and examine both local and global injustices in
our world.
Highlighted Topics: CLIMATE CHANGE, POVERTY

November
Cardinal Carter Academy for the Arts Faith Day
November 27th, 2015: Cardinal Carter School invited Ann
McGowan to lead a faith day for staff. Drawing upon
wisdom from Laudato Si and The Earth Charter, teachers
explored the connection between the cry of the earth and
the cry of the poor. Understanding that ‘Less is More’ was
central to the theme of this day.
Highlighted Topics: CLIMATE CHANGE, INDIGENOUS
RIGHTS, POVERTY
Images: Aurora Pagano,
Head of Visual Arts at
Cardinal Carter Academy for
the Arts, visually depicts her
experience and insights from
this day.

"We have described
for you a mountain.
We have shown you
the path to the top.
We call upon you to
do the climbing."
– Justice Murray
Sinclair

December
SHSM Ethical Considerations Certification
December 1st, 2015: Students from Madonna CSS, SHSM
(Specialist High School Major Non-profit) TCDSB attended
an Ethical Considerations Certificate Program. Students
were challenged to consider ethical considerations in the
movement from charity to justice.
Highlighted Topics: CLIMATE CHANGE, POVERTY

The Humanitarian Response to the Syrian Crisis:
Panel Discussion
December 1st, 2015: Hosted by Canadian Jesuits
International and co-sponsored by The Mary Ward Centre,
panelists discussed the humanitarian response to the crisis
in Syria, reflecting on how humanitarian workers and
agencies are responding to the needs of refugees and
internally displaced persons (IDPs) fleeing the war in Syria.
Highlighted Topics: HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO THE
REFUGEE CRISIS

Neil McNeil Justice Day
December 8th, 2014: One hundred Grade 12 students from
Neil McNeil were introduced to the life of Mary Ward, The
Sustainable Development Goals, The Earth Charter and
Laudato Si as part of their retreat at the MWC. Guest
facilitators included Uju Umenyi of Canadian Jesuits
International and Cameron Smith of Jesuit Forum for Social
Faith and Justice.
Highlighted Topics: HUMAN TRAFFICKING, CLIMATE
CHANGE, POVERTY

December
Global Immersion Retreat
December 10th, 2015: Students from DPCSB participated
in a Global South preparation immersion retreat
facilitated by Ann McGowan. The day provided an
opportunity for participants to learn about one another
and about our global reality, particularly the enormous
economic gaps in our world. They were introduced to
Mary Ward and the charism of the Loretto Sisters, The
Sustainable Development Goals, Laudato Si and The Earth
Charter.
Highlighted Topics: CLIMATE CHANGE, POVERTY

SHSM Ethical Considerations Certification
December 15th, 2015: Students from Loretto Abbey,
SHSM (Specialist High School Major Non-profit) TCDSB
attended an Ethical Considerations Certificate
Program. Students were challenged to consider ethical
considerations in the movement from charity to justice.
Highlighted Topics: CLIMATE CHANGE, POVERTY

January
“Human trafficking is an open wound on the body of contemporary
society, a scourge upon the body of Christ. It is a crime against
humanity”
-Pope Francis

Faith Alliance to End Human Trafficking:
Meeting with Premier Kathleen Wynne
January 11th, 2016: Faith Alliance to End Human
Trafficking delivered 4,208 citizen-signed postcard
petitions to Premier Kathleen Wynne, calling for a
provincial plan to combat human trafficking in Ontario.
Four days later, Premier Wynne met with members of
Faith Alliance about the need to take action.
Highlighted Topics: HUMAN TRAFFICKING

February

Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre
February 9th, 2016: Grade Nine and Ten students from
Loretto Abbey, Brebeuf College, St. Joseph's, Wellesley
and Father John Redmond came together for the first
session of Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre. Session
speakers included Anne-Marie Jackson and Fr. Bill Ryan of
the Jesuit Forum For Social Faith & Justice.
Highlighted Topics: HUMAN TRAFFICKING, CLIMATE
CHANGE, INDIGENOUS RIGHTS, POVERTY,
HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO THE REFUGEE CRISIS

Meditation in Motion
February (on-going): Through gentle yoga sessions,
Loretto staff, partners and community members came
together to practice mindfulness meditation techniques
that increase resilience and relaxation.

March
Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre
March 2nd, 2016: Students returned for the second
session of Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre. Guest
speakers included Evanne Hunter, Loretto IBVM and
Miriam Lopez-Villegas, Canadian Jesuits International.
Through insightful discussions on the UN, The Sustainable
Development Goals, and humanitarian response to the
Syrian crisis, students were challenged to be agents of
change and to achieve a more just world.
Highlighted Topics: POVERTY, HUMANITARIAN
RESPONSE TO THE REFUGEE CRISIS

Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre
March 30th, 2016: Led by guest speakers from KAIROS and
Luke Stocking from Development and Peace, this session
of Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre introduced
students to the realities on Indigenous rights in Canada
and the global effects of climate change.
Highlighted Topics: CLIMATE CHANGE, INDIGENOUS
RIGHTS, POVERTY

Meditation in Motion
March (on-going): Through gentle yoga sessions, Loretto
staff, partners and community members came together
to practice mindfulness meditation techniques that
increase resilience and relaxation.

April
UN Excursion
April 5th – 8th, 2016: Once again, the Mary Ward Centre
planned, organized and implemented a youth-focused
excursion to New York City to study the role of the United
Nations. This year's experience provided students the
unique opportunity to take part in a course on justice and
global citizenship. Highlights of the excursion included a
tour of the UN plus informative sessions on human
trafficking, homelessness, Indigenous rights and The
Sustainable Development Goals.
Highlighted Topics: HUMAN TRAFFICKING, CLIMATE
CHANGE, INDIGENOUS RIGHTS, POVERTY

60 Million Refugees: A Global Challenge: The
Response Of The Jesuit Refugee Service
April 12th, 2016: In a public talk presented by Canadian
Jesuits International and co-sponsored by The Mary
Ward Centre, Fr. Tom Smolich, SJ, International Director
of the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS), highlighted the
response of JRS to refugees around the world and noted
how important it is to offer hope through education.
Highlighted Topics: HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO THE
REFUGEE CRISIS

"We must be mindful that a process that will be as long and complicated
as the reconciliation of seven generations of inequity will require
stewardship, study and ongoing attention."
-Commissioner Marie Wilson

April
Courage to Teach Programming
April 16th, 2016: The Centre hosted a practice day for
educators: entitled “Courageous Schools: Teaching and
Leading with Hope for the Future.” This program is
designed to support educators, health care professionals,
clergy and any person seeking an ability to listen more
deeply, to engage in wholehearted decision-making, to
explore their vocation, and to build trustworthy
relationships. The aim is to encourage participants to
develop the inner capacity to lead a more authentic,
meaningful and resilient life.

Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre
April 18th, 2016: In the final session of Metanoia @ The
Mary Ward Centre, guest speakers Chris Longtin, Ontario
Catholic No Sweat Network, and Heather Jessone, FCJ
Refugee Centre, shared their inspiring stories of
transformation that led them to their justice work in
sweatshop labour and human trafficking. In the
afternoon, students then had the opportunity to plan and
present their own initiatives and actions for creating social
and just change in their school communities.
Highlighted Topics: HUMAN TRAFFICKING, CLIMATE
CHANGE, POVERTY, HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO THE
REFUGEE CRISIS

April
“Along with the importance of little everyday gestures, social love
moves us to devise larger strategies to halt environmental degradation
and to encourage a “culture of care” which permeates all of society.”
- Pope Francis

JEM Reflections on COP21
April 21st, 2016: Members of the Joint Ecological Ministry
(JEM) gathered to discuss and reflect on a Post-Paris
landscape. Keynote speaker Dr. Stephen Scharper invited
members to consider what we can do to develop
ourselves and our communities as beacons of
environmental justice. And guest speaker Kevin Thomas,
Shareholders Association for Research & Education,
highlighted the important role of individual investors and
funds in making change within their communities and on
our global climate practices.
Highlighted Topics: CLIMATE CHANGE,

Paris Climate Conference and After
April 21st, 2016: The Centre was pleased to co-sponsor an
evening featuring guest Steven Guilbeault, Co-Founder
and Senior Director of the environmental organization
Equiterre, as well as Luke Stocking from Development and
Peace. Panelists explored the actions needed to make the
Paris agreement successful and limit the impacts of
climate change, particularly on countries in the global
south, which have contributed the least to climate change
yet are already feeling its devastating impacts.
Highlighted Topics: CLIMATE CHANGE

April
Presentation at Notre Dame Secondary School
April 27th, 2016: Ann McGowan was invited to address
Grade Twelve students and several teachers at Notre
Dame Secondary School, TCDSB. This opportunity provided
an excellent place to not only introduce the work of Faith
Alliance but to also invite Emily Forward and Karly Church
from East Metro Youth Services to share their own stories
of trauma and healing. These two young women are
leaders in the fight against human trafficking, providing
support to survivors and education.
Highlighted Topics: HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Neil McNeil Justice Retreat
April 28th, 2016: The Mary Ward Centre delivered a justicefocused retreat for one hundred senior students from Neil
McNeil Secondary School, TCDSB. Guest facilitators
included Zachary Grant, who led a workshop outlining the
work of Faith Alliance, helping students to understand
human trafficking both locally and globally.
Highlighted Topics: HUMAN TRAFFICKING, CLIMATE
CHANGE, POVERTY

Laudato Si: On Care For Our Common Home: A
Day for Loretto Associates and Sisters
April 30th, 2016: Loretto Associates, Sisters and Friends
gathered together to deepen their understanding of
Laudato Si’: On Care For Our Common Home and The
Sustainable Development Goals. Our day included time for
input and dialogue connecting the cry of earth with the cry
of the poor.
Highlighted Topics: CLIMATE CHANGE, POVERTY

May
Looking ForWARD Conference
May 5th, 2016: In this joint initiative between Loretto
Abbey Secondary School and The Mary Ward Centre, over
110 female TCDSB students had the opportunity to
engage in mentorship from women who are engaged in
professions for the greater community. We were inspired
by the work and stories of so many women, ranging from
a newly arrived refugee to Senator Salma Ataullahjan.
This year's amazing guest speakers were an inspiration to
follow Mary Ward’s wisdom to “do good and do it well”.
Highlighted Topics: HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO THE
REFUGEE CRISIS

Mexico: Seeking Peace in a Context of Violence
May 10th, 2016: At a public talk hosted by the Jesuit
Forum for Social Faith and Justice, social justice activist
Miguel Álvarez Gándara discussed the challenges faced by
those living in Mexico and the social movements that are
working for change in this beautiful but troubled country.
Highlighted Topics: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS, POVERTY

May
Steeped in History: Learning from our Sisters
May 17th, 2016: Over the course of the academic year,
Loretto Abbey students had the special opportunity to
document and celebrate the living history and
contributions of our Sisters to the IBVM community.
Sisters and students celebrated this journey with a final
afternoon tea.

SHSM Construction Student Conference
May 31st, 2016: The Mary Ward Centre was delighted to
welcome over 100 students participating in the TCDSB
SHSM Construction Student Conference: “Constructing
The World We Want “. Through experiential learning
activities and interactive workshops, students were
challenged to engage in dialogue to create a more just
and ecologically responsible future world. Highlights
included: Loly Rico’s workshop on how forced labour
occurs in many industries in Canada; the sustainable
housing initiatives of the Women’s Religious Project
presented by Sr. Margaret Myatt and Sr. Jeanine
Scarfone; and a unique rooftop tour by Sr. Evanne Hunter
and Sr. Cabrini Fahlman entitled Loretto Sisters Go Green!.
Highlighted Topics: HUMAN TRAFFICKING, CLIMATE
CHANGE, INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

“Young people demand change. They wonder how anyone can claim to
be building a better future without thinking of the environmental crisis
and the sufferings of the excluded.”
-Pope Francis

June
The Mary Ward Centre Commends Province
on its Human Trafficking Strategy
June 30th, 2016: Faith Alliance to End Human Trafficking (Faith Alliance) is pleased to
learn that the Province of Ontario will invest up to $72 million in a human trafficking
strategy aimed at increasing awareness and coordination, reforming justice-sector
initiatives and improving access to services.
“Human trafficking is a complex issue that requires the collaboration of many levels of
government and society,” says Sister Thérèse Meunier, Chair, Faith Alliance and
Congregational Leader, Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto. “We are confident that those
with lived experience will be invited to share their stories and take a leadership role in
the process. This is one way to better understand the underlying social factors that
contribute to exploitation while making effective use of the Province’s strategy.”
“We are optimistic that along with this plan, the government will focus on the root
causes of human trafficking which include climate change, poverty, conflict,
marginalization -- all things that disconnect people from their communities,” says Ann
McGowan, Director, The Mary Ward Centre and member of Faith Alliance. “We
encourage the government to continue to include Indigenous people, migrant workers,
women and children at the center of its strategy.”
Faith Alliance works with religious groups, students, social organizations, people who
are trafficked and policy-makers to raise awareness. This includes:
•

•
•
•

Presenting GIFT Box in Sarnia, Ontario in June 2016 and in Toronto during the 2015
Pan Am/Para Pan Am Games. GIFT Box is a walk-in art installation illustrating
exploitation at home and abroad.
Meeting with Premier Kathleen Wynne in January 2016 to deliver over 4,000 citizensigned postcards and suggest action items for a human trafficking strategy.
Partnering with people with lived experience to deliver education and research.
Training frontline workers and volunteers.

Faith Alliance is a collaboration of religious and other partners working to end human trafficking by
raising awareness and inspiring action. It is operated by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto. Visit our
web site: www.FaithAlliance.ca.

Centre News
Outreach & Communication
The Mary Ward Centre is continuously exploring new and innovative ways to share
our past, upcoming and current events and initiatives. We also use these
communication channels to foster an increased awareness of social justice issues.
This year, the Centre introduced a seasonal newsletter. Distributed by email and
made electronically available on our website, this new method of communication
has proven to be a valuable platform for community outreach. To learn more, visit:
www.marywardcentre.ca/centre-news

Video Gallery
Sometimes it is not possible to attend an event or panel discussion. For this reason,
The Mary Ward Centre now offers a Video Gallery on our website. Where possible,
video highlights of major events and programs are made available for audience
viewing.
Over time, we hope to continue to create a robust media resource that allows for
further outreach and conversation.
To learn more, visit: www.marywardcentre.ca/video-gallery
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