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What’s Happening at The Mary Ward Centre?
It has been a very busy and full fall here at the Mary Ward Centre. Laudato Si’, The Earth
Charter and the Sustainable Development Goals continue to frame and ground all that we do.
Working with our partners and collaborators has allowed us to participate and be involved in
initiatives throughout the city and at the same time offer educational programs and events
here at the MWC. To learn more, please visit our website: www.marywardcentre.ca

CRC Ontario JPIC Gathering

Joint Ecological Ministry

November 4th & 5th, 2015

November 3rd, 2015

Focusing on the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of Canada’s Calls to Action in
relation to the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous People. One
specific and immediate action we can all
take: consider dedicating 94 consecutive
days to pray for the implementation of
the Calls. The Calls can be found at:
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Finding
s/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf

Presentation to the Sisters
November 2nd, 2015

Sr. Evanne Hunter and Ann McGowan gave
a presentation to the Sisters at the infirmary
on Laudato Si’, the Earth Charter and the
Sustainable Development Goals. Using
these frameworks, this session engaged the
Sisters on wider work of the MWC.

As the December World Climate Summit
in Paris approaches, we heard from
panel speakers and discussed
opportunities for religious communities
to add their voices to the call for new
measures to mitigate climate change.
We also explored ways religious
communities can contribute to
ecological justice in the months and
years ahead. A presentation from Mark
Blumberg, a partner at Blumberg Segal
LLP, addressed questions of political
activities and charitable status.
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Steeped in History
October 29th, 2015

Opening Ceremony: Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation

The Earth Charter Conference
October 15th, 2015

One hundred and thirty students from a variety of
TCDSB/SHSM Secondary Schools participated in a
conference on The Earth Charter. Stephen B.
Scharper and Roberto Chiotti’s keynote addresses
focused on The Earth Charter and Laudato Si.
Workshop sessions included: Climate Change, The
Blanket Exercise, Ontario Catholic No Sweat
Network, The Green Well Project, grOCAD &
Urbann Agriculture, Passive Urban Greenhaus and
Changing Hearts for Creation.
Student Feedback:

“As a student attending the conference I learned
that it is my duty to reduce my carbon foot print and
keep the Earth a sustainable living environment. As
a presenter I learned that there are students out
there, who are just as passionate as myself about the
issue of sweatshops. This brings a smile to my face
because I know that with students like that our
Ontario Catholic No Sweat Network will grow and
the issue of sweatshops will slowly but surely get
smaller”. –Subathy Swampillai, High School Student

“Humanity still has the ability to work
together to build our common home.”
-Pope Francis

We are delighted by the
overwhelming response of the
Sisters to participate in our third
Steeped in History initiative.
Seventeen Sisters and forty-five
students have had their initial
meeting. Students were energized
and inspired as the Sisters shares
stories of their lives and their
vocations!

“Instead of a narrow and
focused contribution to
the climate debate, it
turns out to be nothing
less than a sweeping,
radical, and highly
persuasive critique of how
we inhabit this planet—an
ecological critique, yes,
but also a moral, social,
economic, and spiritual
commentary.”
-Bill McKibben on ‘Laudato
Si’ (August 2015)
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Faith Alliance To End Human
Trafficking: GIFT Box Celebration
October 18 , 2015
th

With your support, GIFT Box Toronto has
been a huge success! We had over 1,200
people from over 50 countries visit the
box over the course of the Pan and
Parapan Am Games and obtained over
4,000 signatures on our petition to
Premier Kathleen Wynne! In appreciation
of the role of volunteers in the success of
the GIFT Box project, a wine and cheese
celebration and presentation to
supporters and partners was held at the
Mary Ward Centre.
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Bishop Allen Justice Retreat Day
October 13th, 2015

The Mary Ward Centre is committed to
providing formation and support for
groups who are participating in
immersion experiences in the global
south. For the second time, we
welcomed students and their teachers
from Bishop Allen Academy for a day of
learning on our global reality. Together,
we explored a variety of justice issues.
Hopefully, these young people will realize
that they have so much to learn from the
people they will visit and be with as they
travel to Guatemala in March.

As the world awaits 2015 United
Nations Climate Conference, let
us join others in prayer and action
to achieve the Conference’s goal
of creating legally binding and
universal agreements on climate.
Catholic Charities
September 29th, 2015

Ann McGowan and Father Bill Ryan
presented and facilitated a discussion on
Laudato Si’ with Executive Director and
others from Catholic Charities.
Participants engaged in lively discussion
and new learnings about the encyclical.

