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Message from the Director
In her new book, No is Not Enough, Naomi Klein addresses the appalling reality of the Trump
administration and advises us that “the doom is pretty persuasive. But we can’t let it be
debilitating. Mapping the territory is tough, but it’s the only way to avoid repeating past mistakes
and arrive at lasting solutions.”
Mapping the territory during these challenging times can be difficult indeed. The gross economic
and environmental injustices that are operative in our world and in our planet seem to become
more strikingly obvious each day. We are appalled and saddened. And yet, we continue to be
inspired by the people we meet who are signs of hope.
Our mission to create an inclusive and welcoming environment that supports, challenges and
affirms individuals and groups in their work for justice remains at the heart of all that we do. We
are grateful for ongoing partnerships and relationships that enable us to fulfill our mission.
Creating a formal collaboration with the Toronto Catholic District School Board and KAIROS has
been a tremendous area of growth and a wonderful opportunity to deepen ongoing existing
relationships.
Christina Zha has now joined us as full time Communication Coordinator for The Mary Ward
Centre. Christina’s background in social development, her time in El Salvador and Uganda, as well
as her work ethic and personality make her a wonderful addition to the Centre.
In the pages of this “Year in Review”, we hope you gain a deeper understanding of some of our
activities, events and happenings. We have tried to identify the areas of focus for the events
listed, recognizing that more often than not, it is impossible to separate one issue from another.
-HUMAN TRAFFICKING
-CLIMATE CHANGE
-INDIGENOUS RIGHTS
-POVERTY
-HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO THE REFUGEE CRISIS

Ann McGowan, Director

Statistics
Who We Serve

The Mary Ward Centre continues to grow and expand. Our aim is to provide programs
both on-site and off-site to help create a just world and share Mary Ward’s wisdom.
When we did a statistical analysis, we were pleased to determine that over 4,500
people either came to The Mary Ward Centre or learned of our work about outside
engagements. Last year, our estimate was 3,000; we are proud to see a significance
increase.

September
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise Project
Facilitator Training
September 21st, 2016: 15 facilitators attend the
Facilitator Training, which began with
experiencing and debriefing the Blanket Exercise.
Participants were then led through the steps of
preparing to facilitate the activity.
Highlighted Topic: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Book Launch: On Care for Our Common
Home: A Dialogue Guide for Laudato Si’
September 29th, 2017: Jesuit Forum launched
their dialogue guide On Care for our Common
Home: A Dialogue Guide for Laudato Si’. Over
40 people attended to support this excellent
new resource.
Highlighted Topics: CLIMATE CHANGE,
POVERTY

October

Climate Change and Faith Town Hall
October 1st, 2016: A town hall event with guiding
presentations from KAIROS, Jesuit Forum, Faith and
Common Good and others for a discussion on the role
of faith and the environment, the needs and abilities
of faith communities in responding to climate change,
and looking towards an ecologically-centred
spirituality.
Highlighted Topic: CLIMATE CHANGE

Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre
October 12th, 2016: Grade Nine and Ten students
from Loretto Abbey, Brebeuf College, St. Joseph's, and
Father John Redmond gather for their first session of
Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre. Students learned
about the Sustainable Development Goals with our
very own Sr. Cecilia coming in by Skype from the UN.
They also explored climate change and sustainable
farming with Luke Stocking from Development and
Peace. Students were challenged to consider how we
can ensure no one is left behind as we seek to
transform our world.
Highlighted Topics: CLIMATE CHANGE, POVERTY

October
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise Project
October 19th & 26th, 2016: The KAIROS Blanket
Exercise Project is a unique partnership between
KAIROS, Toronto Catholic District School Board and
The Mary Ward Centre. It is an interactive learning
experience that explores the Indigenous rights
history rarely taught. Two schools joined us this
month: St. Joseph’s College and St. Patrick’s.
Highlighted Topic: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

November
WHAT KIND OF WORLD DO YOU WANT?

The KAIROS Blanket Exercise Project
November 2nd, 9th, 16th & 30th, 2016: Four schools
participated in The KAIROS Blanket Exercise at
The Mary Ward Centre this month: St. Patrick’s,
St. Anselm, Jean Vanier, and St. Victor.
Highlighted Topic: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

November
SHSM Ethical Considerations Certification
November 10th, 2016: Students from Madonna CSS,
SHSM (Specialist High School Major Non-profit) TCDSB
attended an Ethical Considerations Certificate
Program. Using The Earth Charter, Laudato Si’, and
The Sustainable Development Goals as a
framework, students were challenged to consider
ethical considerations in the movement from charity
to justice.
Highlighted Topics: POVERTY, CLIMATE CHANGE

Courageous Schools: Teaching and
Leading with Hope for the Future
November 19th, 2016: Facilitated by Michael
Saver, this program was designed to support
educators, health care professionals, clergy,
and any person seeking an ability to listen more
deeply, to engage in wholehearted decisionmaking, to explore their vocation, and to build
trustworthy relationships. The aim was to
encourage participants to develop the inner
capacity to lead a more authentic, meaningful
and resilient life.

November
Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre
November 23rd, 2016: Grade Nine and Ten students
from Loretto Abbey, Brebeuf College, St. Joseph's, and
Father John Redmond gathered for their second
session of Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre.
Students had the opportunity to discuss Laudato Si'
and The UN Sustainable Development Goals, as well
as participate in The KAIROS Blanket Exercise Project.
Highlighted Topics: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS, POVERTY,
CLIMATE CHANGE

SHSM Ethical Considerations Certification
November 24th, 2016: Students from Bishop
Allen Academy, SHSM (Specialist High School
Major Non-profit) TCDSB attended an Ethical
Considerations Certificate Program. Using The
Earth Charter, Laudato Si’, and The Sustainable
Development Goals, students were challenged to
consider and examine both local and global
injustices in our world.
Highlighted Topics: POVERTY, CLIMATE CHANGE,

November

Gaza Calls: Canada Answers
November 26th, 2017: The Mary Ward Centre
hosted a video-conference with three prominent
Palestinians speaking to us live from Gaza to
address the Christian presence, medical realities,
and human rights situation there. Guest speakers
included Suhalia Tarazi, director of Al Ahli Arab
Hospital; Sami El-Yousef, regional director of the
Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA);
and Raji Sourani, lawyer and director of the
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights.
Highlighted Topics: HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO
THE REFUGEE CRISIS, POVERTY

December
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise Project
December 7th & 14th, 2016: James Cardinal
McGuigan sent two classes to participate in The
KAIROS Blanket Exercise at The Mary Ward
Centre this month.
Highlighted Topic: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

SHSM Ethical Considerations Certification
th

December 8 , 2015: Students from Loretto Abbey,
SHSM (Specialist High School Major Non-profit)
TCDSB attended an Ethical Considerations
Certificate Program. Using The Earth Charter,
Laudato Si’, and The Sustainable Development
Goals as a framework, students were challenged to
consider what it means to be a global citizen.
Highlighted Topics: POVERTY, CLIMATE CHANGE,
HUMAN TRAFFICKING

December
The Body in Spiritual Direction
December 10th, 2016: Under the direction of
Alexandra Caverly-Lowery, this day allowed
Spiritual Directors, Companions, and Soul Friends
to explore and learn from the body. Gentle
physical exploration and reflection expanded
participants’ awareness of The Spirit’s
movements and of new life gestating within
themselves and their directees.

The Mary Ward Centre is pleased to offer
space for spiritual directors and their directees
creating a welcoming and inclusive
environment and providing space to discern
God’s call is part of our ongoing commitment
to create the world in which God intends.

January
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise Project
January 11th, 18th, 25th & 26th, 2016:
Students from St. Bede’s, Blessed
Sacrament, St. Anselm, and OCAD University
visited The Mary Ward Centre to attend The
KAIROS Blanket Exercise.
Highlighted Topic: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Engaging Faith Communities in Federal
Poverty Reduction Consultation
January 27th, 2017: The purpose of this daylong event organized by Citizens for Public
Justice (CPJ) was to support faith community
engagement in the 2017 consultation for the
Canadian Poverty Reduction Strategy (CPRS).
The event provided an opportunity to share
CPJ’s work and identify priorities, as well as
updating faith communities on federal poverty
policy. It was a chance for participants to
discuss engagement in the consultations.
Helpful tools for education and promotion were
offered.
Highlighted Topic: POVERTY

February

Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre
February 8th, 2017: Grade Nine and Ten students from
Loretto Abbey, Brebeuf College, St. Joseph's, and
Father John Redmond gather for their third session of
Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre. Guest speaker
Miriam Lopez-Villegas, Canadian Jesuits
International, introduced students to the global
refugee crisis, humanitarian response and advocacy.
Guest speakers from the Jesuit Forum Anne-Marie
Jackson, Bill Ryan SJ, and Kevin Kelly SJ, offered
students the opportunity to reflect on and discuss
topics from their latest workbook On care for our
common home: A dialogue guide for Laudato Si'.
Highlighted Topics: HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO
THE REFUGEE CRISIS, POVERTY, CLIMATE CHANGE

February
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise Project
February 1st, 8th, 9th, 15th & 22nd, 2016: Students
from Issac Jogues, St. John, St. Lawrence, Michael
Power, and St. Patrick attended The KAIROS
Blanket Exercise at The Mary Ward Centre.
Highlighted Topic: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Indigenous Education and Reconciliation
Professional Development Day
February 17th, 2016: The Mary Ward Centre was
pleased to be chosen to host and facilitate a day
for teachers from across the TCDSB. Focusing on
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples and the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC), teachers learned
about the history of colonization in Canada and the
Catholic church’s response, particularly English
Canada Jesuits’ Statement of Reconciliation.
Highlighted Topic: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

March
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise Project
March 1st, 8th, 9th, 22nd, 29th & 30th, 2016:
Students from Our Lady of Assumption, St. John,
St. Raymond, James Cardinal McGuigan,
Canadian Martyrs, and St. Andrew took part in
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise.
Highlighted Topic: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Joint Ecological Ministry (JEM): Divesting and
Reinventing in the Future We Want
March 6th, 2017: Joint Ecological Ministry (JEM) is a
collaboration of religious communities and partners
using their resources to promote caring for Creation
and living within planetary limits. Keynote speakers
Jeanne Moffat and Walter Whiteley presented
practical ways to revest funds for creation care and
community building, followed by more
presentations and reflections on the experience of
divesting from fossil fuels and reinvesting.
Highlighted Topic: CLIMATE CHANGE

April
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise Project
April 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th, 2016: Students from
St. Raymond, St. Dorothy, Precious Blood, and
Sts. Cosmos and Damian visited The Mary Ward
Centre to participate in The KAIROS Blanket
Exercise.
Highlighted Topic: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

“Love is the driving force.”
- Mary Ward

New Staff Member: Christina Zha
April 10th, 2017: The Mary Ward Centre is
pleased to welcome Christina Zha as its fulltime Communication Coordinator. In
university, Christina participated in a program
founded by Jean Vanier called Intercordia
which placed her in El Salvador where she met
Sr. Evanne Hunter and witnessed the work of
IBVM in its twin community in rural El
Salvador.

April
Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre
April 19th, 2017: Metanoia held its fourth and
final session at The Mary Ward Centre. Working
in collaboration with The Eco-spirituality
Committee (collaboration of religious
congregations), keynote speakers included
architect Roberto Chiotti, Sr. Evanne Hunter
and Uju Umenyi of Canadian Jesuits
International. Students from Loretto Abbey,
Father John Redmond, St. Joseph’s and Brebeuf
College participated in small group
conversation circles with nine congregational
representatives. Speakers shared their
experiences of metanoia, their congregation's
charism, and their personal involvement in
justice work. Metanoia concluded with the
students sharing their learnings with the group.
Highlighted Topics: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS,
HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO THE REFUGEE
CRISIS, POVERTY, CLIMATE CHANGE, HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

“Let ours be a time remembered for the awakening of a new
reverence for life, the firm resolve to achieve sustainability, the
quickening of the struggle for justice and peace, and the joyful
celebration of life.”
- From Way Forward: Earth Charter

April

Reflective art piece by students of St. Joseph’s based on their
experience of The KAIROS Blanket Exercise

United Nations Excursion
April 25th-28th, 2017: The Mary Ward Centre led a
youth-focused excursion to New York to study the
role of the United Nations and to participate in a
three-day workshop focused on the mandate of
the UN and The Sustainable Development Goals.
Tailored for high school students, this excursion
aimed to create an enriching experience for youth
and to instil a passion for justice in our global
community.
Highlighted Topics: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS,
HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO THE REFUGEE
CRISIS, POVERTY, CLIMATE CHANGE

April
Youth 4 Others Day
April 25th, 2017: Youth 4 Others Day is a unique
opportunity for high school students to learn
first-hand about the work of the Jesuits around
the world. This year featured a keynote address
from Loae Almously, who arrived to Canada in
2015 as a refugee from Syria. Students also had
the opportunity to learn about working with
Indigenous people in India, what it means to
serve with dignity, how the Jesuits are
rebuilding after the earthquake in Nepal, and
the Jesuit work in education in the Philippines.
Highlighted Topics: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS,
HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO THE REFUGEE
CRISIS, POVERTY, CLIMATE CHANGE

May
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise Project
May 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st, 2016:
Students from James Cardinal McGuigan, St.
Ignatius of Loyola, Cardinal Leger, Holy
Angels, and Mother Cabrini attended The
KAIROS Blanket Exercise.
Highlighted Topic: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Human Trafficking Breakfast
Roundtable
May 18th, 2017: Representatives from Faith
Alliance, IBVM Provincial Leadership, Sisters
of St. Joseph Provincial Leadership, Canadian
Jesuits International, and Jesuit Forum for
Social Faith and Justice had an opportunity
to meet with Sue Wilson, CSJ and Imelda
Poole, IBVM to explore, in more in depth,
the complexities of trafficking.
Highlighted Topics: POVERTY, HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

May
Mary Ward Women On Mission Today:
Combating Human Trafficking- The
Theology and The Stories
May 18th, 2017: Imelda Poole examined what is
at the heart of IBVM mission and vision that
makes IBVM unique in our response to the
issue of trafficking. Drawing upon The
Sustainable Development Goals and examples
from IBVM worldwide, Imelda shared stories,
statistics, information, and examples of how
Loretto Sisters are working to address human
trafficking locally and globally. The Catholic
Register was in attendance, reporting on the
work of human trafficking: Canada A Primary
Target for Human Trafficking, Says Expert.
Highlighted Topics: POVERTY, HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

KAIROS Facilitator Appreciation Event
May 24th, 2017: Over 20 facilitators attended a
Wine & Cheese in celebration of a successful
year of The Blanket Exercise Project. It was
wonderful to have IBVM General Leadership in
attendance. Special birthday wishes to our
Elder Dr. Bob were a highlight.

May
Cardinal Carter Academy at Maryholme
May 29th, 2017: Visual artists from Cardinal Carter
Academy for the Arts spent the day at
Maryholme. Students had the opportunity to
learn from Elder Suzanne Smoke and to experience
the KAIROS Blanket Exercise. Experiencing the
labyrinth, The Cosmic Walk and creating land art
were all part of the day. In our closing talking
circle, students expressed gratitude for the
knowledge gained and for the time to be in nature.

In Conversation with Gonzalo Ituarte, O.P
May 30th, 2017: The Mary Ward Centre welcomed
Gonzalo Ituarte OP, Vicar General for Justice and
Peace in the Diocese of San Cristóbal de Las Casas,
Chiapas, Mexico. The event was part of on-going
celebrations for the 50th anniversary of
Development and Peace, the Canadian Catholic
international solidarity organization. For many
years, Fray Gonzalo worked closely with Bishop
Samuel Ruiz Garcia, who led the diocese for 40
years, accompanying the mostly Indigenous
people, who were impoverished and marginalized.
Congratulations Development and Peace - 50
years!
Highlighted Topics: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS,
POVERTY, CLIMATE CHANGE

June
CRC National JPIC Gathering
June 6th-8th, 2017: Over sixty religious and JPIC
people, came together for three days to explore
what if means to honour, preserve and protect
water. Elder Josephine Mandarin, initiator of the
Mother Earth Walks, offered teachings, wisdom
and ceremony of the sacredness of water. Maude
Barlow, National Chairperson of the Council of
Canadians, challenged us to commit to upholding
national and international trade agreements on
water. Her emphasis on “Blue Communities”
surfaced as a concrete way for religious to engage in
action.
Highlighted Topics: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS, POVERTY,
CLIMATE CHANGE

Advancing Gospel Nonviolence in the
Catholic Church
June 23rd, 2017: Members of the Leadership
Team of Pax Christi International introduced the
new Catholic Nonviolence Initiative. This was
launched at The Non Violence and Just Peace
Conference, which was held in Rome in April of
2016.

The KAIROS Blanket Exercise Project
Rationale
In the summary of its final report, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)
attributes “the current state of troubled relations” between Indigenous and nonIndigenous people in Canada to “educational institutions and what they have
taught, or failed to teach, over many generations.”

Education is what
got us here,
EDUCATION is
what will get us
out.”
Justice Murray Sinclair

What it is
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise is an interactive
learning experience that teaches the
Indigenous rights history we’re rarely taught.
Developed in response to the 1996 Report of
the Royal Commission on Aboriginal
Peoples—which recommended education on
Canadian-Indigenous history as one of the key
steps to reconciliation, the Blanket Exercise
covers over 500 years of history in a one and a
half hour participatory workshop.

How it works
Blanket Exercise participants take on the
roles of Indigenous peoples in Canada.
Standing on blankets that represent the
land, they walk through pre-contact,
treaty-making, colonization and resistance.
They are directed by facilitators
representing a narrator (or narrators) and
the European colonizers. By engaging on
an emotional and intellectual level, the
Blanket Exercise effectively educates and
increases empathy.

Since the launch of this unique project, the Centre has welcomed 36 classes from the
TCDSB. The project has been featured in The Catholic Register and The Toronto Star.

SHSM
The Mary Ward Centre offers the Ethical Considerations certification for SHSM
students in the TCDSB. Using concrete examples and interactive activities, this
program explores a variety of justice related issues including materialism,
consumerism, inequality and greed, particularly in relation to our current
environmental crisis. We examine our ethical responsibility, focusing on the
movement from charity to justice. Drawing upon the wisdom of such figures as
Pope Francis and Mary Ward, students are encouraged to challenge current modern
day assumptions about what is necessary for a “good life”. Using Laudato Si’ and
The Sustainable Development Goals as a framework, participants are challenged to
consider what it means to be a global citizen and imagine new ways of being in the
world. By realizing that there are alternatives and hopeful ways to effect change,
students will be renewed in their desire for justice.

Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre
Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre introduces students to the realities of some of our
world’s injustices, with the hope that they may not only change their own hearts and
perspectives about injustices, but that they may move to action to help transform our
world. This innovative program enables participants to recognize these injustices and thus
move into action.
Over the course of the academic year in four intensive sessions, fourty Grade nine and ten
enriched and gifted students were given time for processing and reflection under the
leadership of young adults. This introspective approach allowed students to gain first-hand
knowledge and understanding necessary to engage in dialogue about pressing global
issues.
“Metanoia from Greek: Teilhard
de Chardin interpreted it as a
profound transformation in a
person that is deep enough to
change one’s heart, not simply
one’s mind. It usually involves a
spiritual conversion. Metanoia
implies a personal freedom to
engage new holistic thinking,
new experience, new loving—
openness to change one’s
mindset, one’s way of seeing the
world—dissatisfaction with partial
analysis of situations or
problems—especially as found in
economics, politics, etc. This is
about becoming free enough to
read the signs of the times and
thus seeing how the Spirit is at
work in each one of us and in the
world.” (Bill Ryan, SJ)

United Nations Excursion
This year’s United Nations excursion was particularly informative and engaging as it was
the first time that students were able to be in the UN Headquarters for a full three-day
program. Fourty-two students and eleven adults heard from UN personnel on topics
ranging from humanitarian aid to the work of UNICEF. They also met with the Canadian
Mission and Kenyan Mission.

Ann McGowan currently serves as a
member of the U ni ted Natio ns /IBV M
Inte rnatio nal H um an Traffi ckin g
Ne two rk. Under the leadership of
Cecilia O’Dwyer, IBVM, this committee
highlights IBVM involvement in antihuman trafficking awareness, education,
and advocacy. Being at the UN solidifies
our commitment to implement The
Sustainable Development Goals.

Joint Ecological Ministry Event
Joint Ecological Ministry (JEM) is a collaboration of religious communities and partners
using their resources to promote caring for Creation and living within planetary limits.
Representatives from Religious communities and organizations gathered at the Mary Ward
Centre for the fourth JEM event. The purpose of the gathering, called Divesting and
Reinvesting in the Future We Want, was for religious communities to reflect on and learn
from the experience of those who have divested from fossil fuels and reinvested as well as
to explore practical ways to reinvest funds for Creation care and community-building.

Climate change, the loss of biodiversity,
and deforestation are already showing
their devastating effects in terrible
cataclysms which we see and from which
you the humble suffer the most - you
who live near the coast in precarious
dwellings, or so economically vulnerable
that you lose everything due to a natural
disaster.
-Pope Francis

A New Dialogue on Human Trafficking:
Exploring the Spectrum of Exploitation
Faith Alliance is a collaboration of religious and other partners working to end human
trafficking by raising awareness and inspiring action.
The prevalent human trafficking discourse is currently shaped by a few stories and
groups: it overlooks many forms and facets of trafficking, such as labour trafficking and
exploitation, and it fails to address the root causes of the problem. In addition, the
current narrative does not capture the complex experiences and needs of those who
are exploited but do not fit the very limiting legal definition of human trafficking. This
lopsided narrative has a negative impact on many people and groups who are already
marginalized.
The purpose of this symposium was to give voice to some of those groups and their
concerns: to look at the whole spectrum of exploitation that exists. Organizers hoped
to engage in a respectful dialogue that will inform actions and guide our policy makers
to take action to address in a meaningful way all experiences and situations where
human beings are exploited and abused.

Outreach & Engagements
December 5th, 2016/February 13th/March 20th/May 15th,
2017: IBVM/JPIC On Care for Our Common Home: Session
Input
January 28th, 2017: Living Simply, Living Well: Day for
Associates, Sisters, and Friends of Loretto
February 15th, 2017: TCDSB Chaplains Retreat Day:
Presenter
March 20th, 2017: Voices That Challenge Conference:
Workshop Presenter
April 5th, 2017: Redmond Ecology Conference: Workshop
Presenter
April 7th, 2017: Retired Ontario Catholic Supervisory
Officers’ Association: Keynote Address
May 12th, 2017: Sweet Grass program on Radio Maria:
Interview
May 28th, 2017: Cardinal Carter Maryholme Retreat
Day: Facilitator
June 27th, 2017: Loretto Abbey Secondary School:
Commencement Address
June 28th, 2017: Cardinal Carter Secondary School:
Commencement Address

