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What’s happening at The Mary Ward Centre?
When The Mary Ward Centre began, just over five years ago, our commitment was to go
where the need was greatest. We wanted to offer something unique that would help to
create a more just world. Recognizing the work of Scarboro Missions’ and their retreat
program, we knew that creating another retreat program was not what was needed. It is
wonderful now, as we continue to grow that we have been able to receive and welcome
Kathy Murtha and the Scarboro retreat program to the centre. The spirit is very much alive
and at work in this wonderful collaboration for which we are grateful. I am reminded of
Mary Ward’s invitation to “Be confident in God and more than ever grateful to God’s
unseen goodness.” We hope you enjoy reading a glimpse of some of our most recent
involvements and engagement. –Ann McGowan, Director

Contemplative Days for Spiritual Directors
September 23rd & November 4th

In our efforts to continue to read the signs of the time, together with Maureen McDonnell,
Christine Rybka-Miki, Paul Miki, Jane McDonell, Ann McGowan and Kathy Murtha, we were
pleased to be with over forty spiritual
directors for contemplation,
conversation and visioning. Conversation
focused on creating an inclusive and
contemplative community for spiritual
directors. Maureen McDonnell shared
wisdom and input on sageing and aging.
We look forward to continuing to
provide space and opportunities to
partner with Spiritual Directors of
Ontario to serve the needs of this
community.
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KAIROS Blanket Exercise Project
The Mary Ward Centre continues to
collaborate with the Toronto District School
Board to offer The KAIROS Blanket Exercise
Project. In September, we invited new and
returning facilitators to the centre for a
training session. Sara Anderson from
KAIROS informed us of changes in the
script and gave us resources for supporting
students and teachers. One resource we
added this year is books written by
Indigenous authors. Students and teachers
will have the chance to read them after they
complete the Blanket Exercise. This year,
we will offer over twenty-five sessions to
elementary and high school students from
all over the city.

Jesuit Volunteers Canada
Obinna Esomchukwu
joins The Mary Ward Centre
October 2017

“I moved from Nigeria to
PEI for university, and
three months ago I came
to Toronto to be part of
Jesuit Volunteers Canada
(JVC). I’m currently living
in a community with three other volunteers, and
working at The Mary Ward Centre and Sisters of
St. Joseph. I hope that my faith in God and
humankind is deepened through the people I
meet in my placements and community.”
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Grade 11 World Religion Student
Retreat
September 28th, 2017

The Golden Rule can be found in all the
world’s religions. In a world that is so
wounded by divisions, it is wonderful to find
some common ground that allows us to build
bridges of peace and understanding. This is
the work of Jesus in the world today.
Since mid September of this year the Mary
Ward Centre has begun offering “The Golden
Rule Across World Religions” Retreats. As
Scarboro Missions is closing, The Mary Ward
Centre has generously offered space and
support to the continuation of this important
Catholic ministry. As of November 2017 we
have hosted 15 Golden Rule Retreats with
592 students in attendance. The Blue Parlor
has now been renamed in honor of Oscar
Romero. A new sound system, electrical
screen, and projector have been installed
thanks to the generous contribution of
Scarboro Mission who have collaborated with
the Loretto Sister in furthering the ministry of
the Mary Ward Centre.
To date, schools that have participated
include: Madonna, Cardinal Newman, Bishop
Allen, Notre Dame, St. Joseph’s, Francis
Libermann, and Senator O’Connor.
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Staff Retreat Days

October 6 , November 17 , December 1 , 2017
th

th

st

Central to our mission to create a more just world
is our commitment to provide learning
opportunities for educators. These past few
months, we have planned and implemented a
variety of staff retreat days on topics ranging
from the history of Catholic education and the
charism of Mary Ward, Indigenous rights,
ecological justice and care for our common
home. We have provided both on-site and offsite workshops to the following TCDSB schools:
Loretto Abbey, Madonna, St. Patrick’s, Notre
Dame, and St. Anselm.

Kate Hennessy’s Book Launch

SHSM Ethical Considerations
Certification
November 3rd,23rd, 27th and December 7th, 2017

Using concrete examples and interactive
activities, students from Bishop Allen,
Madonna, Loretto Abbey and Neil McNeil
TCDSB schools were invited to examine the
current crisis facing our common home.
Using Laudato Si’: On Care for Our
Common Home and The United Nations’
Agenda 2030: Sustainable Development
Goals as a framework, students are
challenged to consider what it means to be
a global citizen. By realizing there are
alternative and hopeful ways to effect
change, students are renewed in their
desire for justice.

November 2nd, 2017

Kate Hennessy is the youngest of Dorothy
Day’s nine grandchildren. Hennessy’s widely
acclaimed book is a family memoir, social
history and intimate biography of Dorothy
Day, founder of the Catholic Worker
movement.

“When such a person as Dorothy Day is your
grandmother, an examination of her life isn’t an
Ann McGowan, Kate Hennessy, James Loney
intellectual, academic, or religious exercise. For me,
it is nothing less than a quest to find out who I am through her and Tamar. It is a quest to save
my own life, though I don’t yet know what this means. And I see this quest as not only for me or
my family but for anyone who senses that greater meaning and desires to explore it. There was
a group of children who grew up at the Worker in the sixties and seventies who called Dorothy
“Granny”, as my siblings and I do, though they were not related to her, and this is as it should
be. We all need to live our lives as if we are Dorothy’s children and grandchildren, being
comforted and discomforted by her as she invites us to be so much more than how we
ordinarily see ourselves and, perhaps more important, how we see each other.” – Dorothy Day:
The World Will Be Saved by Beauty
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Blessing of the Romero Room
November 7th, 2017

Oscar Romero, Presente!
With these words the ritual of blessing
the new ministry at The Mary Ward
Centre and the newly renovated
Romero Room came to a conclusion.
The Scarboro Retreat programme is a
fitting addition to MWC as it focuses
on the Golden Rule and World
Religions, providing leadership training
in promoting diversity and social
inclusion as well as “Called by Name”
retreats aimed at a deepening of
spirituality and relationship with God.
Loretto is proud to be able to expand
our innovative space at Mary Ward
Centre to allow collaboration with
Scarboro with its long and
extraordinary commitment to justice
and inter-faith dialogue. Welcome
Kathy Murtha!
Martha Zechmeister, CJ, warns that
remembering the martyrs is
dangerous, obliging us to allow our
consciences to be touched by the
anguish so many suffer today and to
cry out against the machinery that
crushes them. The Romero Room helps
us remember.
Archbishop Romero said “my voice will
disappear but my words will remain in
the hearts of those who want to hear.”
This is the mission of Mary Ward
Centre, to speak the message of
justice, peace and the integrity of
creation to empower agents of change
and create networks that lead to
action.

CEFO Film Screening
November 22nd, 2017

The Mary Ward Centre was
pleased to host and support the
release of the film “Upon Whose
Shoulders We Stand”. This film
highlights the immeasurable
contribution of Catholic
Religious Orders to the education of our Youth in
Ontario Catholic Schools over the past 150 years.
Along with many other lay and religious contributors
to Catholic Education, Sr. Evanne Hunter and Ann
McGowan are both interviewed in this film, sharing
the work of Loretto Sisters at the United Nations and
at The Mary Ward Center. A copy of this film may be
obtained at www.cefontario.ca.
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Faith Alliance to End Human Trafficking
Faith Alliance is in the planning stage of creating a campaign in Ontario calling for open work
permits for Temporary Foreign Workers who have been exploited by their employers. We are
exploring the possibility of creating an experiential educational tool that The Mary Ward
Centre and other partners could use to raise awareness of human trafficking, and in particular,
the exploitation of migrant workers in Ontario.
Building on the success of GIFT Box, we
want to create an opportunity for the
public to hear the personal stories of those
who have been trafficked. We want the
experience to be portable, adaptable, and
accessible. Like GIFT Box, the experience
itself will not be religious, though we will
create supplementary religious materials
that can accompany the experience for
those who are religious. The experience
ends with asking people to sign a postcard
or petition calling for the open work permit
Left to right: A nn Mc Gowan , Director, The Mary Ward Centre;
policy to change.

IBVM Corporate Stance on
Human Trafficking:
At the General Congregation held
in September 2014 at Loyala,
Spain, the following statement was
adopted:
“As members of the Institute of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, an
international and multicultural
congregation of women religious,
we pledge to work for the
eradication of all forms of human
trafficking and its causes,
particularly among women and
children, where we live and
minister.”

S ue Wi lso n, CJI, Director of the Office for Systemic Justice of
the Sisters of St. Joseph; Lau rie Sc ott, MPP, HaliburtonKawartha Lakes-Brock; Le ah W atkiss, Program Director,
Ministry for Social Justice, Peace and Care of Earth, Sisters of St.
Joseph; Taken on October 16th, 2017

Ontario has the largest number of migrant workers
arriving through the Temporary Foreign Workers
Program – over one third of the total number received
in Canada. These workers are particularly vulnerable to
being trafficked as they are tied to their employer, lack
permanent immigration status, and have limited
protection of their rights or opportunities to critique the
system.
Faith Alliance is committed to working from the antioppressive framework created by the Toronto Counter
Human Trafficking Network. We strive to be good
allies, to root our work in the voices of people with lived
experience, to ensure that we do not further exploit
those who have already been exploited, and to check
that our work does not negatively impact other
marginalized groups that may be affected.
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Outreach & Engagements
September 15 th -17 th , 2017: CND Sisters and Associates’ Annual
Retreat: Facilitator
October 14 th , 2017: Archdiocesan Catechical Training Day, St. Basil the
Great College School: Facilitator
October 22 nd , 2017: Mosaic's Annual Interfaith Peace Banquet:
Keynote Speaker and Workshop Facilitator
November 11 th , 2017: Development and Peace Hamilton Diocese's
Annual Retreat: Facilitator
November 14 th -15 th , 2017: Institute of Catholic Education Symposium:
Participant
November 25 th, 2017: Archdiocese Social Justice Day:
Keynote Speaker

NEW PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL:

www.facebook.com/marywardTO
www.twitter.com/MaryWard_Centre
Visit our website to join our mailing list:
www.marywardcentre.ca/contact.html

A Notice from The Mary Ward Ce ntre
Thank you for your continued support and
booking. Just a reminder that due to limited
staffing and kitchen demands, we cannot accept
any changes to your booking less than 48hrs
prior to your event or meeting.

