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What’s Happening at The Mary Ward Centre? 
“Once we start to think about the kind of world we are leaving to future generations, we 

look at things differently.” (Laudato Si) 
 
How fitting these words are for our work here at The Mary Ward Centre where we continuously 
strive to create a new dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our world. The success 
of Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre is certainly a reflection of this work and mission. By 
changing our hearts and changing our minds, we are able to see the world differently. Indeed, 
the overwhelmingly positive and insightful feedback from students, teachers, mentors and 
guest speakers is a testament to this transformation.  –Ann McGowan, Director 

TCDSB SHSM Construction Student 
Conference  

May 31st, 2016 

The Mary Ward Centre was delighted to 
welcome over 100 students participating in 
the TCDSB SHSM Construction Student 
Conference: “Constructing The World We 
Want “. Through experiential learning 
activities and interactive workshops, 
students were challenged to engage in 
dialogue to create a more just and 
ecologically responsible future world. Some 
area of focus that were entirely new to these 
students included a presentation on labour 
trafficking, Women’s Religious Project and 
Loretto Sisters Go Green!. We are especially 
thankful to the Eco-Spirituality group for 
their input and planning for this event. 
 

Steeped in History 

May 17th, 2016 

Over the course of the academic year, Loretto 
Abbey students had the special opportunity to 
document and celebrate the living history and 
contributions of our Sisters to the IBVM 
community. Sisters and students celebrated 
this journey with a final afternoon tea. 

Students participating in a Smudging Ceremony 
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Laudato Si: On Care For Our Common 
Home : A Day for Loretto Associates 

and Sisters 
April 30th, 2016 

 
Loretto Associates, Sisters and Friends 
gathered together to deepen their 
understanding of Laudato Si’: On Care For 
Our Common Home and The Sustainable 
Development Goals. Our day included time 
for input and dialogue connecting the cry of 
earth with the cry of the poor. 

Mexico: Seeking Peace in a Context 
of Violence 

May 10th, 2015 
 

At a public talk hosted by the Jesuit 
Forum for Social Faith and Justice, social 
justice activist Miguel Álvarez Gándara 
discussed the challenges faced by those 
living in Mexico and the social 
movements that are working for change 
in this beautiful but troubled country. 

Watch videos from this event! Visit our 
website: www.marywardcentre.ca/videos Looking ForWard Conference 

May 6th, 2015 
 

In this joint initiative between Loretto Abbey 
Secondary School and the Mary Ward Centre, 
over 110 female TCDSB students had the 
opportunity to engage in mentorship from 
women who are engaged in professions for 
the greater community. We were inspired by 
the work and stories of so many women, 
ranging from a newly arrived refugee to 
Senator Salma Ataullahjan. This year's amazing 
guest speakers were an inspiration to follow 
Mary Ward’s wisdom to “do good and do it 
well”. 

Neil McNeil Justice Retreat 

April 28th, 2016 
 

Neil McNeil students gathered together for 
their Gr. 12 Retreat here at The Mary Ward 
Centre. Through experiential workshops and 
activities, 100 students were challenged to 
explore the words of Pope Francis, "For we 
know that things can change”. 

 

Participants pose with Senator Salma Ataullahjan 
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60 Million Refugees: A Global Challenge 

April 12th, 2016 
 

In a public talk presented by CJI and co-hosted 
by the Mary Ward Centre, Fr. Tom Smolich, SJ, 
International Director of the Jesuit Refugee 
Service(JRS), highlighted the response of JRS 
to refugees around the world and noted how 
important it is to offer hope through education. 
To learn more about this event, visit: 
www.canadianjesuitsinternational.ca  

Courage to Teach Programming 

April 16th, 2016 
 
This spring, the Mary Ward Centre hosted a 
well-received reflective practice day for 
educators: “Courageous Schools: Teaching 
and Leading with Hope for the Future.” This 
program is designed to support educators, 
health care professionals, clergy and any 
person seeking an ability to listen more 
deeply, to engage in wholehearted decision- 
making, to explore their vocation, and to 
build trustworthy relationships. The aim is to 
encourage participants to develop the inner 
capacity to lead a more authentic, 
meaningful and resilient life. 
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Paris Climate Conference and After 

April 21st, 2016 
 

The Mary Ward Centre was pleased to co-
sponsor an evening featuring guest Steven 
Guilbeault, Co-Founder and Senior Director 
of the environmental organization 
Equiterre, as well as Luke Stocking from 
Development and Peace. Panelists 
explored the actions needed to make the 
Paris agreement successful and limit the 
impacts of climate change, particularly on 
countries in the global south, which have 
contributed the least to climate change yet 
are already feeling its devastating impacts. 

JEM: Reflections on COP21 

April 21st, 2016 
 

Representatives from Religious Congre-
gations and organizations assembled at the 
Centre for the third gathering of JEM (Joint 
Ecological Ministry). The purpose of this 
event was for religious communities to 
reflect on the post-Paris landscape and 
how Religious communities can respond. 
The afternoon consisted of a presentation 
by Stephen Scharper, small group 
conversations and a short talk by Kevin 
Thomas of SHARE. 
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United Nations Excursion 

April 5th – 9th, 2016 

Once again, the Mary Ward Centre planned, organized and implemented a youth-focused 
excursion to New York City to study the role of the United Nations. This year's experience 
provided students the unique opportunity to take part in a course on justice and global 
citizenship. Highlights of the excursion included a tour of the UN plus informative sessions on 
human trafficking, homelessness, Indigenous rights and The Sustainable Development Goals. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed my trip to the United Nations with my peers. It was immensely educational 
and truly one of the most amazing weeks of my life.” (Daisy M.) 

“The United Nations trip was an amazing experience, and I am so grateful to have been a part of 
it. I was able to learn about the organizations main goals, and to be surrounded in an 

atmosphere with likeminded individuals.” (Brooklyn G.) 
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Participants pose with Marc-André Blanchard, Canadian Ambassador to the United Nations 

Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre 
 

Following the final session of Metanoia @ The Mary Ward 
Centre, students shared very positive and insightful 
feedback on their experiences: 
 
”My favourite part about this program is the inspiration 
amounted from the amazing speakers and presentations. 
I felt a need to help the fight against these issues.” 
 
“I really liked how we explored the interconnectedness of a 
variety of issues; it wasn’t just about climate change or the 
refugee crisis; but combining these issues and coming to 
the realization that all of these issues are interconnected.” 


