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What’s Happening at The Mary Ward Centre? 
So much of our work here at the Mary Ward Centre focuses on helping people to critically 
examine, understand and actively work to change unjust structures in our world. It is easy, at 
times, to wonder how effective the slow work of justice can be. There are moments, however, 
when we are granted opportunities that show us that all of the time, energy and work can be 
effective.  Meeting with Premier Kathleen Wynne was certainly one of those hopeful 
moments! To think that what began as a group of religious gathering at the MWC in January 
2014 has led to discussions about a provincial plan to address human trafficking is really quite 
remarkable. We look forward to future opportunities! –Ann McGowan, Director 

 

Meeting with Premier 
Kathleen Wynne 

January 11th, 2016 

Left to right: Ann McGowan, Director, Mary Ward Centre; Leah 
Watkiss, Faith Alliance Chair; Loly Rico, Co-Director, FCJ Refugee 
Centre; Sister Thérèse Meunier, Faith Alliance Director; Premier 
Kathleen Wynne; & Heather Jessome, Anti-Human Trafficking 
Project Coordinator, FCJ Refugee Centre. 

Faith Alliance to End 
Human Trafficking 
delivered 4,208 citizen-
signed postcard petitions 
to Premier Kathleen 
Wynne, calling for a 
provincial plan to combat 
human trafficking in 
Ontario. Four days later, 
Premier Wynne met with 
members of Faith Alliance 
about the need to take 
action.  
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Meditation In Motion 

February through March, 2016 

Once again, the Mary Ward Centre is 
pleased to host Meditation in Motion. 
Through gentle yoga sessions, Loretto staff, 
partners and community members come 
together to practice mindfulness meditation 
techniques that increase resilience and 
relaxation. 
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Metanoia @ The Mary Ward Centre    

February through April, 2016 

The MWC is excited to introduce Metanoia @ 
The Mary Ward Centre. Incorporating guest 
speakers and youth-led facilitation, this 
program introduces Grade Nine enriched 
students to the realities of some of our 
world’s injustices, with the hope that students 
may not only change their own hearts and 
perspectives about injustices, but that they 
may move to action to help transform our 
world. Topics for this program include: The 
Earth Charter, The Sustainable Development 
Goals, Climate Change, The Refugee Crisis, 
and Indigenous Rights. 

Neil McNeil Justice Retreat 

December 8th, 2015 

Cardinal Carter Academy for the Arts 
Faith Day 

November 27th, 2015 

Cardinal Carter School invited Ann 
McGowan to lead a faith day for staff. This 
was a wonderful opportunity to continue to 
partner with the school for the Arts.  
Drawing upon wisdom from Laudato Si and 
The Earth Charter, teachers explored the 
connection between the cry of the earth 
and the cry of the poor. Understanding that 
‘Less is More’ was central to the theme of 
this day.     

Global Immersion Retreat 

December 10th, 2015 

Students from DPCSB participated in a Global 
South preparation immersion retreat 
facilitated by Ann McGowan. The day 
provided an opportunity for participants to 
learn about one another and about our global 
reality, particularly the enormous economic 
gaps in our world.  They were introduced to 
Mary Ward and the charism of the Loretto 
Sisters, The Sustainable Development Goals, 
Laudato Si and The Earth Charter. 

One hundred Grade 12 students from Neil 
McNeil were introduced to the life of Mary 
Ward, The Sustainable Development Goals, 
The Earth Charter, Laudato Si, human 
trafficking and the work of Canadian Jesuits 
International as part of their retreat here at the 
MWC.  Pope Francis’ words “For we know that 
things can change” were at the center of our 
day in helping to shape their understanding of 
justice and hopefully inspiring them to make 
change!  
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SHSM Ethical Considerations Certification 

November 19th; December 1st & 15th, 2015 

Throughout November and December, high school students from Dante Alighieri Academy, 
Madonna CCS and Loretto Abbey SHSM (Specialist High School Major Non-profit) TCDSB 
attended Ethical Considerations Certificate Programs lead by the Mary Ward Centre.  Students 
were challenged to examine ethical considerations with specific focus on the movement from 
charity to justice. 

 

MWC Statistics  

 

People often ask 
us about the types 
and size of groups 
we encounter 
here at the MWC. 
As such, we did a 
little statistical 
analysis and were 
surprised and 
energized to see 
that in just four 
months, over 
thirteen hundred 
people were 
served through 
our ministry! 
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Upcoming…. 

 

On Care for our Common 
Home: 

A guide for dialogue 

Bishop Douglas Crosby omi, 
president of the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
writes in his foreword:  “Thanks 
to the Jesuit Forum for 
preparing a resource that 
focuses our thoughts and 
guides our response. If Laudato 
Si’ has any lasting value, it w ill 
be because people have 
reflected on its importance for 
‘our common home’ and on its 
impact on our lives, individually 
and collectively.” 

 

 

 


